[The best of thrombosis in 2002].
In the area of myocardial infarction one is reminded of the publication of the CADILLAC study which has reopened the debate on the systematic use of GpIIbIIIa inhibitors in the acute phase of myocardial infarction complementing primary angioplasty with the placement of an endoprosthesis. New modalities for thrombolysis are in the course of evaluation, notably Eptibaphide Alteplase combination in the INTRO-AMI study and Tenecteplase Abciximab in association with enoxaparine or non-fractionated heparin in the TIMI 23 study. Several studies comparing angioplasty to lysis have been published. STOPAMI 2 evaluated myocardial salvage in the framework of primary angioplasty with placement of an endoprosthesis combined with abciximab infusion in comparison with half dose fibrinolysis associated with abciximab. CAPTIM is a strategy evaluation comparing the results of pre-hospital fibrinolysis with primary angioplasty. With the RITA 3 study the interventional approach definitely comes top in comparison with a conservative approach for the treatment of unstable angina. One is equally reminded of the changes in the ACC/AHA recommendations for the management of unstable angina. The debate continues on the indications for thrombolysis in submassive pulmonary embolus. In the therapeutic area, one is reminded of the update on the interactions between angiotensin converting enzymes and aspirin in treatment and long term coronary syndrome. Finally, at the end of 2001, the work of French teams was published concerning the evaluation of risk of relapse for cerebral vascular accident in the presence of a foramen ovale or an aneurysm of the inter-atrial septum.